
Space Planning a Boeing Business Jet: Entry-

level Considerations. 

A Boeing Business Jet (BBJ) represents the pinnacle of private aviation luxury, offering owners 

the opportunity to design a bespoke flying residence or corporate headquarters. Effective space 

planning is crucial to maximize both functionality and comfort in these exclusive aircraft. Here's 

a comprehensive guide to planning the interior space of a BBJ. 

Understanding Your Platform 

Before embarking on the design journey, familiarize yourself with the specific BBJ model. 

Whether it's a BBJ based on the 737, 787, or 777 platform, each has distinct dimensions and 

capabilities. The BBJ 737, the most common variant, typically offers around 800-1,000 square 

feet of cabin space—significantly more than traditional business jets. 

Define Your Mission Profile 

Consider how the aircraft will be used: Will it primarily serve as a corporate shuttle for 

executives, a long-haul private transport for a family, or a combination? Understanding your 

typical flight duration, passenger count, and activities conducted onboard will fundamentally 

shape your layout decisions. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Essential Zones to Consider 

Entry and Galley 

The entry sets the tone for the entire aircraft. This area typically includes a galley designed to 

accommodate the catering requirements for your specific missions. For long-haul flights, a full-

service galley with cooking capabilities might be essential, while shorter missions might require 

only basic refreshment facilities. 

 

 



Conference/Dining Area 

Corporate BBJs often feature a dedicated conference space that doubles as a dining area. This 

versatile zone should be equipped with multimedia capabilities, comfortable seating, and tables 

that can be reconfigured as needed. 

 

Lounge and Entertainment 

A well-designed lounge creates a comfortable environment for relaxation during flight. Consider 

incorporating high-quality audio/visual systems, customized seating arrangements, and perhaps a 

bar area for social interaction. 

Private Office 

For executives who work extensively while traveling, a private office with secure 

communications, ample workspace, and sound isolation is invaluable. 

Sleeping Quarters 

For long-haul flights, dedicated sleeping accommodations are essential. Options range from lie-

flat seats to private staterooms with en-suite bathrooms. The number and luxury level of these 

accommodations should align with your typical passenger manifest. 

Bathrooms 

Strategic placement of lavatory facilities is crucial for passenger comfort. Long-range BBJs 

typically feature at least two bathrooms, with master suites often including private facilities. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Technical Considerations 

Weight Distribution 

Work closely with aviation engineers to ensure proper weight distribution throughout the cabin. 

The placement of heavy items like galleys, entertainment systems, and lavatory modules must be 

carefully calculated. 



Certification Requirements 

All interior components must meet stringent aviation safety standards. Work with experienced 

aviation interior specialists who understand certification requirements for materials, emergency 

equipment placement, and structural modifications. 

 

Maintenance Accessibility 

Design with maintenance in mind. Critical systems must remain accessible for service, which 

may influence the placement of certain elements. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Design Process Best Practices 

Engage with a specialized aviation interior design firm (or Boeing Business Jet Select) - early in 

the process. Their expertise in translating your vision into a certifiable, functional space is 

invaluable. Utilize 3D modeling to visualize the space before committing to construction. Many 

firms offer virtual reality walkthroughs that provide a realistic preview of the completed interior. 

Remember that a well-planned BBJ interior balances luxury with practicality, creating a space 

that serves your unique needs while maintaining the ultimate comfort and functionality that these 

exceptional aircraft are designed to deliver. 
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